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16 Harrison Street 

Full Demolition ï February 2021 

Brookline Preservation Commission 

Demolition Application Report 
 

Address:  16 Harrison Street 

Applicant:  Kelsey and Andrew Miller 

Building Type:  Garage 

National Register Listing (if Applicable):  N/A 
 

             

 

   
 

                     

 

Historical/Architectural Significance: 
The one car garage at 16 Harrison Street was constructed in 1935 for $300 and has a simple rectangular shape with a hip 

roof and concrete foundation. A building permit application for the garage lists Michael Tonra as the property owner and 

Brooks Skinner Company Inc. as the builder. The building permit states that the material for the roof was to be steel, 

which no longer exists. The garage door was replaced sometime between 2009-2011, however it appears from Google 

Street view images in 2009 that the original door had already been replaced and the opening altered.  The access right side 

door has been replaced.  

 

Brooks Skinner Company was one the most popular prefab garage suppliers in Brookline. Located in Quincy, 

Massachusetts, the company proudly claimed in 1923 to ñproduce a complete building every 55 minutes in the factory.ò 

One and two-car garages were put up throughout Brookline until 1953. The company claimed to have built over 90% of 

the portable steel garages in New England. According to building permits, over 25 new Brooks-Skinner garages in 

Brookline were erected in 1923 alone. Many features such as the roof type, size, siding, and placement of windows and 

doors could be chosen by the owner. Another Brooks Skinner garage at 184 Aspinwall Avenue is located directly next to 

the one at 16 Harrison Street. 

 

The garage at 16 Harrison Street meets the following criteria for an initial determination of significance: 

 

c. The building is associated with one or more significant historic persons or events, or with the broad architectural, 

cultural, political, economic, or social history of the Town or Commonwealth; 

 

d. The building is historically or architecturally significant in terms of its period, style, method of construction, or its 

association with a significant architect or builder, either by itself or as part of a group of buildings. 
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The garage at 16 Harrison Street retains integrity of location, design, setting, feeling, and workmanship. 

 

 
Aerial view of 16 Harrison Street, looking east. 

 

 

 

Aerial view of 16 Harrison Street, looking north. 
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Aerial view of 16 Harrison Street, looking west. 

 

 

Aerial view of 16 Harrison Street, looking south. 

 



Page 4 of 12 

16 Harrison Street 

Full Demolition ï February 2021 

 
Photograph of the detached garage at 16 Harrison Street 
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Photograph of the front of the detached garage at 16 Harrison Street 


